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 Katie Cox 
Jessie 

Katie is a junior theatre major from Georgetown, Texas. SHSU audiences 
may remember her as an ensemble member in Sonnets for an Old Century. 

Other SHSU credits include, assistant to the lighting designer for Sweat, 
assistant stage manager for The Mountaintop, and costume crew for 

Everybody. At other institutions, she has appeared as Vera in She Kills 
Monsters, and Meg in Damn Yankees. Upon graduation, Katie plans to pursue 

a career in acting and directing. 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  

Nadya Mercado 
Lina 

Nadya is a freshman theatre major from Houston, Texas. This is her debut to 
the SHSU stage & screen. At other institutions she has appeared as Molly in 
Peter and the Starcatcher and was the sound designer for Romeo & Juliet. 
Upon graduation, Nadya plans to pursue a career in acting and directing.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

 Taylor Orsak 
Adrienne 

Taylor is a junior theatre major from Victoria, Texas. SHSU audiences may 
remember her as an ensemble member in Sonnets for an Old Century. Other 

SHSU credits include costume run crew for Actually and The Wolves. At 
other institutions, she has appeared as Frenchy in Grease, Marian Paroo in 

The Music Man, and Gloria in Boeing Boeing. Upon graduation, Taylor plans 
to pursue a career in acting and directing.  

 
 
 
  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
Mac Daniel Howard 

Mitchell  
 Mac Daniel Howard is a freshman theatre major from San Marcos, Texas. This is his 
debut to the SHSU stage & screen. At other institutions, he has appeared as Peter in 
Silent Sky and as Jack Kelly in Newsies. In addition, he is the lead singer for the band 
The Emotions. Upon graduation, Mac plans to pursue a career in acting and writing.  

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Marisa Sykes 
Director 

Marisa is a senior theatre major from Fort Worth, Texas. SHSU audiences may 
remember her as an ensemble member in Sonnets for an Old Century, 

Katherine in Love’s Labour’s Lost.  At other institutions, she has appeared as 
Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical, Emily/Dance Captain in A Christmas Carol, 

and as Ariel in The Little Mermaid. Upon graduation, Marisa plans to pursue a 
career in acting, dance and theme park entertainment.  

  
    
 
 
 
  
  
  

Javon Rougely	
Stage Manager	

Javon is a Junior theatre major from Texas City, Texas. This is his 
Stage Manager debut at SHSU and his credits include, assistant stage 
manager for Violet and Sweat, as well as costume crew for Pride & 

Prejudice. Upon graduation, Javon plans to pursue a career in 
directing and stage management.	

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Asja Caligone 
Assistant Stage Manager 

Asja is a senior theatre major from Houston, Texas. SHSU audiences may 
remember her as Hazel Merritt & Lorraine Coleman in Let Me Down Easy. 

Upon graduation, Asja plans to pursue a career in acting and directing. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Danielle Schoellkopf 

Assistant Stage Manager 
Danielle is a senior theatre major from Santa Fe, Texas. Her previous SHSU 

credits include costume designer for Let Me Down Easy and costume crew for 
She Kills Monsters. Upon graduation, Danielle plans to pursue a career in 

costume design and teaching.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Molly Smith Metzler 
Playwright 

Molly Smith Metzler is a playwright and screenwriter from Kingston, New 
York. Her plays include Cry it Out (2018 Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award 
Citation; 2018 Ovation Award for Best New Play; 2018 Los Angeles Drama 
Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Playwrighting), Elemeno Pea, The May 

Queen, Carve, Close Up Space (Susan Smith Blackburn finalist) and 
Training Wisteria (winner of three KCACTF playwrighting awards/The 

Kennedy Center). She is a proud alum of The Julliard School, NYU Tisch, 
Boston University & SUNY Geneseo. 

  



Director’s Note 

 

Before reading Cry It Out I was unsure if I’d be able to relate to parents of newborn babies when I  don’t have 
kids and may never have kids. Molly Smith Metzler beautifully crafts characters so that upon reading the 
play I felt as if I knew each of them personally. These four characters aren’t just mothers and fathers, they’re 
people with backstories, griefs, joys, traumas, passions, etc. My hope is that you’ll live with the characters in 
the world of the show and then give your fellow humans some grace and love when you return to your own 
worlds. 

 
 
I want to thank Kevin Crouch, Aaron Brown, and their families for lending us the majority of our    baby toys 
and set dressing. 
 

 
Thank you to the cast, crew, and designers for all of your assistance and for the hard work you                              put into this 
show. 

 
 
Thank you to the SHSU Theatre and Musical Theatre staff for allowing me the great honor of                                              directing 
Cry It Out. 

 
Marisa Sykes 
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Theatre	&	Musical	Theatre	Patrons	
You	can	help	attract	and	attain	talented	students	by	becoming	a	patron.		Tax-deductible	

contributions	to	the	theatre,	musical	theatre,	and/or	dance	scholarship	and	
development	funds	may	be	made	to	the	Department	of	Theatre	and	Musical	Theatre.	

Designate	which	area	you	wish	to	support.	Stars	donate	$1000,	Angels	grant	$550-$999,	
Benefactors	provide	$250-$549,	Donors	contribute	$150-$249,	and	Contributors	give	
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	Visit	us	online	to	make	donations	or	send	contributions	to:	The	Department	of	Theatre	
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